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Some Account of the 


TRYALS 


And Condemnation of 
Frve Notorious JESULTS, 
Popiſh PRIESTS-& TRAYTORS. 


(F1Z.) 


THOMAS WHITE, Jia WHITEBREAD, . 
WILLIAM HARCOURT, 


JOHN FENWICK, 
JOHN GAVERN, alia GAWEN,. + 
ANTHONY TURNER. 


and 
Mr. LANGHORN z3#hbe Conneellr:.. 
Found Guilry of HI G.H-TRE ASON.; 
For canſpiring to-Murder the Kins, 


Subverr the Government, root outithe Pros. 
ceſtant Religion, and.eſtabliſh Popery, &ec. 


On a fair. Tryal by virtue of a Com- 
miſſion of .Uzer and Terminer at the Old- 
Bailey, \une the 4 3th. and L4th. 1679 


LONnD&m.. 
Printed for Anno Dom. 1679. 
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; Fter the Commiſſion read, and the Juries 
| -- Impannelled, and their appearances 


Recorded , Six Priſoners were Ar. 


'""raigned, viz. Thomas White alias Whitebread, 
© _« apprehended on the firſt diſcovery of the Plot, 


a little Lean very old man in mean Cray 
Cloaths, who was Provincial of the Engliſh Je- 
ſuits, and ſhould have begn, Chad their Curſed 
Deſign hit) Biſhop of Canterbury ; William Har- 
court taken not above five Weeks ago near 
Long- Acre, an Ancient Tall man in Black Ha- 
bit witha Perriwig ; a perſon though no good 
Orator, very Policick, and ofren mentioned in 
Coleman's Tryal and Letters as a grand [nſtru- . 
ment-of miſcheiſ'; Fobn Fenwicka middle-Aged 
© man; ſomewhat Gentilely Drefied ina lighriſh 
Wig, and Gray Campaine Coat ; Fobn Gavern 
alias Gawen 'a Short well-ſet man in Gray 
Cloaths, and looking very plain and ordinary 
as a Country-man, but in truth a perſon of Ex- 
quilite parts and Oratory , who -mannaged al- 
moſt. the whole Defence on the behalf of his 
_ Fellow Priſoners with a great deal of Brisknels, 
Subrilty and fine Language 3 Anthony Turner a 
perſon in Mean Habir, ſhort Perriwiy z one 
that 


that ſaid little for hind ; and Tames Corker, 
who preſenting a Petition , alledgiog that he 
had not his Witneſſes ready, was put off as to 
his Tryal till the next day; ſo that the Court ar 
preſent proceeded only with the five firſt named, 
Their Tryal was very tedious, laſting from 
before nine a Clock in the Morning, to ſeven 
or Fight in the Evening 3 the particulars where- 
of we do not here pretend fully and exactly to 
relate, as well becauſe *tis not to be done 1n a 
fingle Sheet, as eſpecially for that we are al- 
ſured there will ſhortly by the ſpecial care of 
Authority be a compleat and pynQual Accqunt 
publiſhed, ro which we refer the more Curi- 
ous Reader , only .defigning here to plve a 
brief but true Narrative of the moſt oblervable 
points for the preſent ſatisfa&tion of the com- 
mon people, that they may know what Juſtice 
was done them, and what in general was proved 
upon them. | | 
They were all five Charged in one Indiq- 
men ſpecially drawn for High Treafon , and 
agoravated with al! the moſt Horrid Circum- 
ſtances immaginable. Firſt, that they'Conſpired 
to Kill' and: Neſtroy His Sacred Majeſty, ;and 
this declared in a threefold Overt att, by Hire- 
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ing Grove and Pickering ( the firſt for fifteen 


hundred Pounds, the ſecond for thirty thon- 
ſand Maſſes to Shoot or Stab him, - by Hiring 
four Iriſh Ruffians to Murther His Majeſty at 
Windſor ; by bribing Wakemas for fifteen thou- 
ſand Pounds to Poyſon him. Secondly, To 
Subvert the Government, Extirpate :the Pro. 
teſtane Religion, and Jntroduce Popery, &>c. 
Their Jury were very Subſtantial Gentlemen, 
and they made Peremptory Challenges to ail 
that had been on: the Tryals of Coleman, or any 
others concerned in this 'Plot. 

Old Father hitebread and Fenwick on their 
Arraignment inſiſted that they -had formerly 
'been-brought to Tryal , and . ought -not to+be 
twice put in Jeopardy of their Lives for the 
ſame Fa@ : But this vainpretence was refuted, 
by ſhewing that though they were once-called 
to the Bar, yet the Jury was never 'Charged 
with them, and conlequently they were never 
in any ſuch Jeopardy ; -and befides here'was 
-much new Matter in their Indictment, nor had 
they any Record to ſhew that they vvere ſo for- 
-merly Arraigned ; vvirh-yvhich ſeemingi'to be 
ſatisfied, they {( vvith the «reſt ) pleaded not 
Guilty, fs 
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As to their | JON... Deſign of Murthering 
the King, it was proved upon four of them : 
that at a general Conſult of Jeſuits 24th. April 
1678. they ſigned q ReſoJution to that pur- 
pole ; that Grove and Pickering were enter- 
tained to Kill che King, and what reward they 
were to have. That four Iriſh men were to 
do the ſame Villanous AR at Windſor , and 
that Fourſcore P ounds were alotted them for 
that ſervice, aud (ome [mal] Addition madeby 
Coleman for Expedition. That Whitebread 
and Harcourt were particularly and principally 
concerned in theſe TranſaQions, with ſeveral 
other Intrigues toc tedious here to be ſpecified, 

Ir was further proved that Gawers had been 
appointed to mannage Aﬀairs in and about 
Stafford/bire,and one of the Evidences( who had 
not-before appeared againſt others, nor was 
Acquainted formerly with Dr. Oates or Mr. 
Bedloz. (o thar his Teſtimony was wholly new, 
which he very Modeſtly and Judiciouſſy de- 
livered ) - Proved that the ſaid Priſoner had 
held 'Conſultations in the Countrey for Murs 
thering the King, and Subverting the Govern- 
ment, -&*c. which was likewiſe confirmed by 
another ; {o that upon the whole matter there 
were 


['s 
were four Witneſſes againſt one of the Pri- 


ſoners, three againſt another, and againſt all 
of them two each Crime, being all of the ſame 
nature and Horrid Intention of deſtroying the 
King, and Subverting the Government. 

There was likewiſe a Letter produced, and 
proved by a very worthy Gentleman to have 
been taken amongſt Harconrts Papers , that 
purported to be a Summons to a Jeſuit to ap- 
pear at the ſaid Conſult or Congregation of 
that Society, on the 24th. of Aprit; in which 
were Dire@ions to this effe&, That they ſhould 
not come up before the diy , nor appear much 
abroad in Town , for fear of a diſcovery of the 
Deſign, which its own nature required Secrecy : 
This Letter the faid Harronrt owned to have 
been written by a Friend of his, bur would 
have avoided the true meaning thereof -with 
a forc'd Interpreration , thar ſuch Deſign ins 
tended nothing but chuſtong an Officer of their 
Brotherhood : But the words could not with 
any tolerable ſenfe he capable of ſuch Con- 
firuction : And therefore after all the fair 
Glofles they had pur upon it, the ſame was 
referred to the conſideration of the Fury. 

Fhe Priſoners made a great deal of ſtir, and 
bad 
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had procured divers p:rſons from St, Omzrs, all Romun Catho - 
licks,and moſt of them young Popiſh Students there, to invalidate 
the Evidence of one of the Principal Evidences; But as they did not 
well agree in their Taleybut appeared to have bcen brought hither 
meecrly to ſerve the Priſoners,fo the ſame was utterly confuted by 
Corrobarating Evidence for the King, For whereas thoſe young 
Sophiſiers (ready enough to aſſert any thing that their Saperiours 
would ſaggeſt or have them todo ) maintained that Mr, Oates 
was at St Omers all along throughout April and May 1678.and (© 


could not be at the Conſult on the 24th. of April. He on the other 


fide produced ſeveral Subſtantial Credible Witnefes that ſaw him 
then in and about Loxdon, and particularly one Geatleman Swore, 
that on the firſt Menday in' that May he Diged with him: Nay 
one that was himſelf a Papiſt,and' ſuppoſed a Prieſt, Swore that he 
then ſaw him at Ar»wmde! Houſe: Nor were they more lucky in 
ſeveral other of their Allegations, which occaGoned ſometimes 
great Shouts from the people,toſee how indultriouſly,and yet how 
vainly they went ahout to Juſtify themfelves'with p. erence equal- 
ly fooliſh and falſe. 

Never had MalefaGtors a more fair and equal 


Tryal, nor any Courtof Juſtice more patience 
to hear and examine all that the Priſoners 
c2u'd alleadge for rhemlelves 3. nor was the 
method of procceding leſs mild and and gentle, 
For whereas they might all have been dealr 
withall, and juſtly Condemned for Treaſon as 
Prieſts, that was not infiſted on, ſo moderate 
are Proteſtants againſt puniſhing any meerly 
for being Prieſts, though that be moſt reaſ{on- 
ably made Capital by our Laws; no caule 
have herchorefie or any of their FaCtion be. 
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yond the Seas, to complain of barſh'uſage or 
Clamour about Perſecution: It was nor for 
their Religion they were tryed, but for their 
abominable Treaſons which were moſt evi- 


dently made out againſt them. | 

So that after a full hearing of all the Witneſſes 
they could produce, (though all Romaniſts, who yet 
were Impartially heard and received) and whatever 
they had to (ay for themſelves ( which rather conſiſted 
in flouriſhes and little Captious Tricks of Subtilty, than 
any ſolid Defence to the matters they ſt-od Charged 
with,) they were all moſt juſtly, and to the great. ſatis- 
fattion of al] unprejadiced Auditors , Convicted of the 
High Treaſon they were Inditted tor. 


The, next, day came on Mr, Langbory the -Counſel'or, who 
ſhon!d have been Advocate-General to the Popiſh- Army : It was 
proved that the Commithons were lodg'd in his hands, and ſc ve- 
ral other horrid things that he was concern'd in; and particu- 
hrly, that he was fo curſedly zealous, Fhat when he was told 
Sir George Wakeman would not: accept: 100001, to poiſon the 
King, but cxpetted more : he ſaid, He was a pitiful narrow- Soul'd 
Felt>w, that would infiſt on Money for a Work that: was fo ad. 
vantageous to the Cauſe ; That any good Catholick ought todo 
it gratis. He brought a Regiment of young Sceminaries from 
St. Omer. to prove Mr. Oates to have been there at the time he 
mentioned the TranſaQions to have been at Londox, but as thev 
appear'd to come over only to: help him and the reſt out in (his 
pinch, ſo what they alledged was fufficieatly diſproved by the 
Oaths of divers Perſons of worth and'credit. Whereupon aftcr a 
long hearing of all his. Pretenfions, he was convidt. :. And th: 
other five. being brought down, they all received Sentence toge- 
ther to be Drawn, —_ and Quarter d. And then the Coure 
Adjourned till after the Term. 
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